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The University of Utah Performing Dance Company enters a world of fiction and friction in its Spring Concert
……………………………………………………………………………………………….
What: The University of Utah Performing Dance Company’s Spring Concert
Where: Hayes Christensen Theatre, Marriott Center for Dance 

When: February 18, 19, 20 and 25, 26, 27; 2010
Tickets: $10 general, $7 students/seniors/U of U faculty and staff


581-7100; www.kingtix.com

Contact: Pamela Geber: 801/ 587-9806; p.geber@utah.edu
The Department of Modern Dance’s Performing Dance Company (PDC) presents a thrilling evening of five premieres created by celebrated faculty members and local guest artists, Movement Forum.

Eric Handman's new creation Organism is inspired by science fiction's cyborgs and aliens to remind us what it means to be human. Steven Millhauser’s book, The Wizard of West Orange, sums it up as if writing from within the cyborg's growing self-awareness: "awkward approximations, dull stammerings which cannot convey my sense of exhilaration as I seemed to burst impediments, to exceed bounds of the possible, to experience, in the ruins of the human, the birth of something utterly new.”
Local improvisational dance company, Movement Forum creates a special project for members of PDC, drawn from the voyeuristic fascination of reality TV and the spontaneous events that unfold.  Without set movement and through split-second decisions, six performers will present a unique combination of communication, drama, and storytelling on stage. No two performances will be alike. 

Through a pendulum of searchlights, in and out of shadows, dancers in Juan Carlos Claudio’s Night Moths in the Open Field move fiercely with meticulous and disjointed execution.  

Stephen Koester premieres Storm Passing, a turbulent drama in motion with four dancers set to the tempestuous music of Michael Gordon played by the string Ensemble Resonanz.  The complex, technical motions and partnering emphasizes legs, line and a more classical vocabulary at whip speed.  Constantly shifting between solos, duets, trios and full quartet, the dancers confront the storming musical score with strength and bravura.
Polvere e Rovine (Dust and Ruins) by Department Chair, Donna White is inspired by her experiences in Rome, Italy last summer.  Stunned by the beauty of the ancient ruins, this piece calls to the senses, bringing to life the sights, sounds and ambience of an epic city in the midst of a contemporary urban environment. Music created by Jon Scoville, costume design by Steve Rasmussen and media design by Danell Hathaway.






(MORE)
Don’t miss an evening of electrifying dance!  Performances begin at 7:30 pm, February, 18 19, 20 and 25, 26, 27; 2010 at the Hayes Christensen Theatre in the Marriott Center for Dance on the University of Utah Campus. Tickets are $10 for general public, or $7 for students, seniors, and U of U faculty/staff, and are available through Kingsbury Hall ticket office, www.kingtix.org - 581-7100, and at the Marriott Center for Dance box office thirty minutes prior to the performance.  This concert is funded in part by Fine Arts student fees.
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